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fiRST ·WORD 
�DITORIAl 

Reports throughout Britain this summer hcNe continued regarding the 
mysterious bright balseen almost daily in the skies. This pre..,sly 
unrecorded aerial phenomenon hat been tentatively identified as a 
solar apparition • Annals wt1 hope to keep You posted on the outcome 
of further inveatigationt. 

WelL the long hot summer hat brought a return ot the Beast of 
Exmoor and even Netsie has appeared briefly, according to media 
accounts. The beast, thought to be a puma, was observed during June 
killing sheep. This is believed to be the tint time it hat been spotted 
since last year, when two women from Couington reported an 
unknown animal lunging at them YriUie on their way home. 
If bringa an estimated 500,000 tourists to the Loch Nett area each 
year and the annual revenue generated locally ia at least £2Smil&on, 
so it was high time that Neniteras Rhombopteryx, to give it ita 
official title, showed up this summer. 

• 

Slight contusion over this sighting, YAth some newspapers reporting 
the event as ha�ng occurred June 23 and the resulting photographs 
being studied by those unknown 'experts'. Aa it happens, I believe the 
incident took place on June 17 and there were no pictures of the water 
monster as the YAtnen did not have a camera YMh her. 
Edna Madnnes, 2S, claimed to have observed an animated obiect on 
the Loch tor approximately 10 minutes that evening. She was 
accompanied by her boyfriend when they both spotted the light brown 
body of a creature that wat at least Bm long. Ita neck was "very 
giraffe-like," she said, "and it started going one way and then went 
back the other". By the time they had both returned to the scene with 
a camera, the source ot the disturbance on the aurtace ot the loch had 
disappeared. laL I 

• 
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Dead Wrong About Vampire Curse · 

TERRIFIED RESIDENTS of Pitco, a PeruWin Wlage, suffered sleeplen nights in fear that a English 
female vampire would carry out her cune and \lisit them on the evening of June 9. 
The Expre11o newspaper said the woman, Sarah Heley, had been sentenced to death for murder and 

witchcraft 80 years ago and had been buried alive in a leacJ.Iined coffin. "She swore to avenge herself 
in 80 years," the newspaper reported in early June. 
This highly suspect story· for her death wauld only haw taken place in 1913 • incluclecl an account that 

people were so frightened of the curse at the time, not a single cemetery in Britain would accept her 
body for burial. 
In the dayt prior to the annivenary, tales of gar&c and crucifixes shot through the root and a 

trembling Pitco was festooned in the traditional requiements for repel&ng vampires. The town was subsequently succenful in keeping Sarah Heley at bay· for a time, anyway! 

· GlastonburyBlackMass 
IT WAS believed by Anne Goode that Black Man was carried out in her field owrlooking the site of 

the annual Glastonbury Fetti'Jal at Pilton. A 32ft illuminated wooden crott she had erected on her 
property was �fin down and the head of a dead JaCDb lamb stuck on the stump. 
Mrs Goode angered festival fans when she appaed on a Channel 4 documentary latt year and 

dained that the festival was eW. She savs she ditcowred the crucifix, made from telegraph poles and 
sunk six feet into her field, Mng on the ground early on Stnlay. 
'1t looks like a satanic ritual," the said. "Ob�y the crou amoyed them. I am not frightened, but it 

does reveal people' 1 feelings and the length• they wl go." 
She has reported the inddent to the po6ce and asked local clergy to say prayers "to extinguish the 

forces of eW''. [Sourc�: w�stern Gaz�tt� 3 JuM 1993] 

Conducted Out.Of•Body Event 
BROADCASTER Neville Garden had iuat finished conducting Oh \,M,at A Beautiful Morning • then he 

slumped dead to the floor. As the orchestra launched into another tune, S7·year-old NeWie could see 
his own body as he felt the sensation of floating to the ceiling. 
"I had no premonition of illnen. The rehearsal had been going well and there was no streu," he said 

afterwarda. "Suddenly • and without feeling any pain or discomfort • I found myself up on the ceiling 
looking down at myeelt stil conducting. lt wa• an out-of-body experience, which r d never berreved in 
before." 
The incident took place three months ago in Edinburgh and \lftn Garden collapsed he waa, tor a time, 

dinicaUy dead. He had no pulte and no respiration. Hit life wat saved by two memben of the orcheatra 
trained in resuscitation techniques. 

' 

UFO GEts ATTENTION OF EIRE 
THE IRISH pren waa awash with reports. on April1 concerning the activities of a "bizarre, low-fl�ng, 

silent craft with lights, which emitted a vapour traH from behincr as it traversed the night sky early on 
the morning of March 31. 
Almoat ¥Mhout exception every newspaper, most locW, and aB national radio stations carried stories 

of the sighting&. Perhaps the account regarded aa most re6able waa made by two Gardai in a patrol car 
near Aakeaton in County Limerick at 0113hn (BST}. 
The Gardai aaw "ci large obiect in the sky with two bright lights, one at the front and one at the back". 

The object left a wpour trai behind � lb a iet but waa completely silent, they aaicl. The UFO appeared 
ID low that they "thought its was going to hit power li1es or buildinp". · 

North of Mullingar the tour-man crew of an Air Corps Dauphi\ helicopter � at 1500 feet from 
BaldonneJ to Finner Camp in Donnegal spotted two "•tar-like objects" after 0100hn. They estimated 
the obiects' altitude to be about 5000 feet. 
A local garage owner even claimed that "aliens" had "stopped for petrol" while he was spray.painting 

a van, early that morning. 
One week later an official statement was released by the Air NcMgatiDn Senlices Office at the Dept 

of Communicationt, tfretting the importance of not causing "umeceuary alarm". 
"The obiect• were not seen to detcend te earth at any atage," the statement reacl "A meek by air 

traffic control seMet could not relate the sighting• to any known cMI air traffic operating at the 
time. Neither were any unidentified obiects observed on radar." 
Shannon Air Traffic Control (ATC) together 'ftfth London ATC confirmed recei\ling several reports but 

nothing was observed on radtlr. There was tome suggestion that the sighting� may liave been of the 
US hypertonic atealth apyplane 'Aurora' but this had to be ruled out because the observed "debris" 
foUowing the two main objects mitigated againat this explanation. 
But for the painstaking research of amateur astronomers in Ireland this incident would doubtle11 

have remained on the books aa another UFO. Astronomer DcMd Moore, ha� been giYen timings, 
alt�udes and azimuth estimates by fortunate witness John F Fitzaimmona from his own observatory 
based in S6go, posted a request for possible sateHite re-entries over Ireland on several global computer 
networks and buletin boards. 
Dr T S Kelao, Auistant Professor of Space Operations at the USAF Institute of Technology took the 

catalogue of unclassified obiect• at maintained by NORAD and extracted only those obiedt with an 
orbital element set ( a series of numerical values deacribing very accurately an orbiting vehicle' a path in 
space) for the last ten claye prior to the suspected re-entry. Thit showed 6,529 object&. 
Dr Kelso then eliminated any object with an element set after the observed sightings • this reduced 

the number to 2.868 possible obieda. From John Fitzsimmons' supplied lai�ude, calculations by Dr Kelso 
showed only 438 obiedt were above the horizon at Sligo at 0010hrt.{UT) on March 3l Of these, only 
one waa below an altitude of 2SOkm at thia time. Thia obiect paued through perigee {closest point of 
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approach to the Earth's surface of a spacecraft during �s orbit) at 2351hrs UT on the previous night • 

iust over an hour before Fitzsimmons' sighting. \\4th a perigee of 107km the obiect could not have 
escaped re-entry. 
Dr Kelao concluded that the obiect was predicted to have risen in the North-\Neat at 0006hrs UT and 

ended at 0012hrs UT in the South Eastern sky. Closeat approach to the obterW\g lite in Sligo waa 
predicted to have occurred at 0009hn UT on March 31, at an elevation of 63deg. Thete predictions 
matched exactly with the report. Now the UFO can posHively be identified as: 

rocket frqmerts of Cosmos 2218 
!ttemationa/ Designation /99J.0/88 

Further information revealed later that Cotmot 2238 was launched from the C.LS. Bavbnour 
Cotmodrome at 1600hrs Moscow time on Mcnh 30. H was pcri of the once thought defunct Ocean 
Reconnaissance Spy SateOite program. • UT: Universal rme =BST •lhr 

Abduction Movie Causes Press Hype 
THE PARAMOUNT Pictures mo\4e 'Fire In The Sky' was launched in the UK during June amidst a great 

1leal ot media h't1)e. TI'CNit Walton, the man on v.Mae alleged abduction the film it bated, kept 
popping up on TV intenftewl iust about ewrywnere. Bornetimet accompanied by other members of 
the originallo9ging crew ¥tM testified at hcMng ¥r#neued hit disappearance. A IOber man, Walton it 
also about to become a very rich one! 
Newspapers such as the Daily Stcr dragged out old lurid stories of British dote Encounters for �s 

readership to share. The May 31 ecfition carried brief details of an A wley, Essex, couple who daimed 
they were taken aboard an alien ahip after driving into a Hcone of denceH on a lonely road in 1974. 
Under hypnotic regression they recall being subjected to a detailed medical examination • which is a 

common factor in many abduction experiences. They insisted the aliens told them that genetic 
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HEAVEN HELP US 
experimentation wat one of their reason• tor 
viaiting Earth. 

Asbonom.as ue searc� for signs of � Former RAF pilot Graham Rogers reportedly said 
m.eleorile in New So'lllh W �. AuslRlia, �ler the occupants of a UFO sawd his fife while he lhe sigHir.g of � while fireball! 0 �ys �o. was £tu:nn low on fuel and in a storm, over the 

[Source: Ceefax 26 ArJr 1993] '''' "' 

North Sea. He noticed a bright light doting fast 
and auddenly found himself inside the alien craft. 
"Leaw your aircraft and go to the room 

indicated. We're repairing your plane," the 
mechanics from another world apparently said. 
Then he wat released into the air, minutes away 
from hit home airfield in Lincolnshire. 

1·. 

Psychic Meets Ghostly Waitress 
TOP PSYCHIC James tyr�e had unexpected company when he tat down for breakfatt in an Ayr hotel 

on June 1 .... a ghoatly waitrest from t� past. Byrne, alleged to be one of Britain's leading mediums, 
was staymg at the st Andrews Hotel when he saw the apparition that morning. 
'1 had juat sat down to breakfaat with my astittant John Comor when I saw the woman atanding in 

the window area. She obvioutly realised I could tee her and the gave me a big tmile," he taid. 
The woman WCII dreased in the style of clothes worn by the staff in the TV aeriet Upstairt 

Downatairt. "lt atruck me that the dothet she waa wearing were very fresh," remarked Bvme. "She 
was very tlim, not very tall and had moutey.coloured hair under her pure Mtite frilly bonnet. She waa 
aged about 50 or 60 and had a slightly big nose. She told me her name was AM Adamt or Adamson. 
Then she iutt disappecred. · 

Hotel owner Hugh Searle wasn't surprised by the ptychic't ditdosure. For according to him there have 
been ghostly goinp·on at the hotel for years. "But thit it the firtt time anvone has actually leen the 
ghost," he said. 
Mr Searle tint became aware of strange happenings as he and hit Ytie lthbel prepared for their 

opening night five yean ago. He said: "lthbel and her titter had left some flowert on a table in a 
locked room. � they unlocked the door on their return they found the flowert spread out neatly 
on the floor. Since then I have heard footsteps and seen shadows on a number of ocmtions and other 
ataff and customers have alto had strange experiences.: 
'"The ghostly lady usualy maket her presence felt in the weeks around Clviatmas: he said, "But this 
year she was late. lt wasn't until February that the thoVt'ed up. 
"A deaner was working in one of the rooms when the tele�tion suddenly burst into 6fe. No matter 

how often the cleaner twitched off the set� twitched on again." [Source: Ayrshire Post it June 19931 
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Alien Corridon to Earth 
£amonnl4nsbro analyses the possibility that l!FOs might be 
incoming routes for extra,..terrestrial interstellar travellers 

If UFOs are extra-terrestrial veuela, their wriety and numben certainly have not gone unnoticed with 
the thousands of sightings each year. There may be a number of dastet of extra-terrestrial visitors at 
this time, from different origins, on different butineu, ¥11th different Dbiecfivea, c&fferent vessels 
and technologies, different interests .. There it a high probability they are from other stellar systems, 
in which case, their incoming f6ghta to our solar l\'1fem may be tranaited by a star-hopping mode. In 
any case, there would be planned routes in their interstellar travels, in Drder tD either get here or 
bypass DUI' system Dn their way to another solar S\'1tem. 

Our Alien Solar System 
To an arriving intersteUar w11el, the environment vMhin the solar system would be different from 
that to which it it adapted, and would seem a6en at best and hostile at worst. 
To a culture that hat a stable group, the reductions Df the genetic uncertainties generated by cosmic 
radiation would be of vital importance. \A4th ita proton storms, x·rays and solar wind, the inner regions 
of the tDiar ayatem would appear distinctly poitonout. 

Why Our Solar System? 
An interstellar group, with the whole galaxy to journey in, would find our solar syatem of little long· 
term interest. 
This appearance might be modified by two factors, however: tintly, the presence of a planet teeming 
\llith life and a nascent intelligence might give the system a special value. Secondly, the concentration 
of ma11 t.hat this svstem represents might be attractive to a ve11el ¥fishing to refurbish, or po11ibly 
replicate itself. . 
Regarding refurbishment, there would be demands fDr elements in the universe at large. An 
intersteUar group would have resource demands that are the opposite of our planetary surface 
economy. Rather than seeking ores in which tractioning of elements has been high, a group would 
prefer cosmic matter in as undifferentiated a ttate as po11ible. 

Fuel from Star Systems 
A list of the nearest stars reveals that the most common stellar twe is the red dwarf M stars. Little is 
known about the regions close to these low temperature bodies, but probably the lack of light and heat 
make them more attractive to an interstellar vessel than our system. 
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If ateUar radiation is a primary cause of elemental fractioning in planetary systems then the matter 
around a red dwarf would be closer to the raw state, and therefore again the red dwarf would be a 
probable destination. 
Finally, some of the red dwarfs, such a a Barnards Star, are population 2 stars and, therefore, may 
have a preponderance of the Ught elements used aa fuel by an interstellar group. 
An altematiw for advanced alien craft it that they may use super heavy elements like 115 or 116 for 
fusion reaction to operate gravitational reactors whose element may have been tourced near old 
aupernova remnanta. 

Alien Exploration Model 
An interstellar culture would probably work out a pattern and direcHon before embarking on a 
journey. . 
We may ask two questiont: fintly, in which direction would an extra-terrestrial travel and, secondly, 
vmich trade stars would an extra-terrestrial use as beacons or replenishment centres? 
ET explorers of the universe would be seen as a maturely developed culture capable of fast outward 
expansion, able to star hop because of the immentitiet of distance before them. At each new tDiar 
system is accomp6shed, ET wiH telect new targets further from their own star. 
In this model, paths wiR be asmaed which lead from their star system to hypothetical spherical shells 
of several light years in radius representing a further penetration of space. 
At we do not know the activities of any ET travellers the problem arises at to the starting point. 
However, we do know that the Sun lies about fWD·thirdt of the way out of a ditc-thaped galaxy, the 
ratio of wh01e diameter to maximum thickneu it approximately ten to one. 

Greater Density . 
The stellar density it very much greater at the centre of the galaxy than in our region of apace: it it 
conceivable that an alien race or stellar federation might have reasons for puthing radially outwards 
or tangentially to the radius vector in the plane of the Galactic disc. 
There is unlikely to be much interest in travetnng in the direction perpendicular to thit plane, vmere 
ttars peter out and give way to the intergalactic wid. 
Similar considerations apply to the Gould Belt, the Local System of which our Sun is a part and which 
forms an arm of our Galaxy. The most likely direction for alien traveUers it to and from the centre of 
the Belt. 

Hypothetical Cubes 
To represent the above alien exploration syatem, we shall consider a series of hypothetical cubes of 
space, With sides parallel to the Cartesian axes of the Galaxy or the Local System as appropriate. For 
convenience, the Sun it made the centre of each cube, although the centre otherwise has no spherical 
significance. 

contd plO 
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Discovered Routes 
lt is found that there exist two main routes tor alien travellers. The beat lies away from the main 
body of the Galaxy at about SS degrees to the radius vector. First route starts at 471ight years from 
us and the second 38 light years. Starting point has three individual stellar systems, from +41 deg 32B 
(G2) to Mu Ca11iopeiae (also double, GS and spectral dau unknown), to Eta Castiopeiae (double, GO 
and MO). This second route for trawlling 6es away from the centres of the Galaxy (in fact at SO deg 
to the radius vector) and the Local System (also at SO deg). The other route lies outwards from the 
Galaxy at about SS deg to the radius wctor. There are some intresting stars for a po11ible branch 
from Zeta Tucanae (G2) to Beta Hydri and Delta Pawnis. There is a star· 58 deg 8327 (G4) to the 
double system • 54 deg 9222. 

Paraftax Uncertainties 
lt should be noted that uncertainties in the measurement of paraUax generafty inuease tMth parallax, 
so that there is lit�e point in extending the anal'lli• over vast regions of space: the largest sphere 
analysed was nearly 60 light years radius, and towards the edges of that there must be considerable 
doubt over the precise position, number and other attributes of steDar syatems present. 
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The diagrams are projections of three-dimensional space onto a plane containing the Sun. In Fig 2 and 
subseQuently, radial routes are shown as full lines, tangential routes as dotted lines. 

....... -

Investigation of cubes of space was prompted by the question: "\t\tbat, it any, are the natural routes in 
this part of space?" The question that follows from its is: "\Nhere would alien trawllers be coming 
from?" 
Because attraction is dependant upon destination • our Solar System • and the square of its distance, 
the direction of trawl between opposite. sides at the hypothetical cube has important effects. 
Consider the diagrams of routes referred to the plane of the Galaxy (tigs 213). They naturally tall 
into two groups and haw been separately mapped because they would otherwise owrlap. · 
The beat route towards and away from the Galactic centre, in fad, 6ea in a region between 20 and 30 
light years North of the plane of the diagrams, which later include the rrne between the Sun and the 
Galactic centre. This route, or at least the part here discowred, goes from +36 deg 1979 to Lambda 
Serpentis, and incorporates two atan on other routes, Beta Comae Berenicea and xi Bootis. 
These other two routes lie tangential to the Galactic radius vector, and one of them contains the double 
star S'/lfem 441 Bootit (Spectral type G1 and G2), noteworthy for bemg more auitable for life than 
Alpha Centauri, although nine times more distant. 
Nearer the Sun, the only good route for travel is one �g between Gamma Pavonia and Gamma 
Leparis, suitable for travel in both directions. Howewr, there are no suitable 1ead-ins" to the starting 
members from outside of the space inwstigated. dearly the Solar Syttem it not on the schedule of 
anyone traveiUng to or from the Galactic centre, provided the initial assumptions are correct . 
There are several routes tangential to the radius vector and dote to the Sun. In particular, the route 
going from Alpha Mensae to Mu Ca11iopeiae passes through the Sun on one direction, while in the 
other leads directly from Eta Ca11iopeiae to Alpha Centauri. Since the centre of the Local System lies 
beyond the tops of Figs 2 & 3, � follows that the Solar System may be in the path of any trawUers 
lea\ting the Local BVItem centre tangential to the main Galaxy. 

SuHable Pathways 
This last conclusion it reinforced by examination of Figure 5. Here, calculating directions referred to the 
Local SVIfem centre, it it found that the path from Alpha Mensae to Mu Cauiopeiae is still suitable for 
travelling and that the Sun fiea on the outward path of it. This route rangea between 0 and 13 light 
years South of the plane of the diagram. From figures3 I 5 it may be seen that important "junctions" 
of path exist in Alpha Centauri, Eta Cassiopeiae, Zeta Tucane, Beta Hydri and 82 Eridani. 
In Fig 4 it may be seen that again tor travel tMth respect to the Local S'/ltem directions, the North 
offers the best routes. These routes lie between 12 and 28 light years North of the plane of the 
diagram and, as mentioned before, contain 441 Bootis. 
The results here obtained are based on e\tidence of heliocentric thinking, and therefore may not be 
appropriate �en considering habitabifity for alien cultures as this would not be known but as stellar 
beacons tor incoming alien trawllers. If has also been difficult to verify zones of densities of stars in 
order to focus on 6kely routes due to lack of known information outside 60 light years radius. 
However there is evidence tor concentration of stars in the vicinity at constellation Eridanus and 
Ophiuchus. coned pl2 
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CROP CIRCLES ffil(0)1TIJD 
CA.OP CIRCLES have taken on a new dimension this past winter, according to the Dorset convenor of 

the Centre for Crop Circle Studies. Da�d Kingston reports that since November spheres of light have 
appeared over winter crops, prior to circles forming. 
He is currently busy building up a research team from his home in Dorchester, having started his own 

investigation• into the mystery during 1989. 
The first international conference to discu11 the phenomenon wiU be held in Bath' a Guildhall on 7 and 8 

August. David Kingston is one of the speakers scheduled and in the meantime he has also established 
a Circles Sighting HotUne, enabling reports to be telephoned in on: 0305·267392, 0305·250633 and 
0202· 723127 I 

STALKING CIRCLES 
PAUL FULLER's excellent magazine The Crop Watcher carries detaHs in Issue 116 of the first reported 

crop circle for 1993. 1t was spotted in a field of rapeseed iust north of the M40 in Oxfordshire on May 2. 
The same i11ue also pro�des information on three cirde formations that were the only ones to be 

found in Japan during 1992. One of these is an established hoax. 
This island nation has witne11ed more than 300 crop circles since 1990, �th perhaps a scattering of 

earlier incidents in the decade preceding it. From other sources I learn that around 100 circles were 
reported on Hokkaido laland in 1991 alone. 

Keeping An Eye 
A TOP bird watcher was excited �en he spotted an owl very rare to the UK • until he realised it waa 

a shrivelled carrot stuck in a hedge. Another expert "twitcher" is trving to forget the time an excited 
radio broadcaster had people flocking to his side on the Isle of Scilly. He had proudly announced that 
he'd spied a nighthawk but it was only when scores of telescopes were focused on the object that it 
suddenly became clear.lt was in tact ... a cowpat! 

Action Man 
BRITISH ACTOR Brian Blessed hopes to lead a hunt tor the Abominable Snowman, or Veti. He plans to 

take a TV crew to South China to try and find the legendary creature. 

Slow Boat 
An explorer is to sail a bamboo raft from Hong Kong in a bid to prove Chinese sailors could have 

discovered America before Columbus. 
· DeadWong 

FORTY PEOPLE committed suicide in China last March following a ruling that those who died after Apru 
1 would be cremated rather than buried. Tradition says burial leads to hapineu in the afterlife. 
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The Mystery of The 
Weeping Madonna 

VOU CAN buy similar reproductions in religious 
bookshopa for iu•t a few dollars, but to Anton Koulia 
and his wife Marika, their icon portra�g the Virgin 
Mary and the Christ Child is beyond price ... and 
thousands of American churchgoers agree. JOHN MACKLIN For ever since the picture was giwn to the Koulia 

family by a visiting Greek Orthodox bishop, some 30 years ago. it has been hailed as both a minor 
miracle .. . or a briUiant fraud. The reason in simple ... the Virgin Mary on the cardboard lithograph 
weeps almost continuously. Tears flow down her cheeks, but the surface of the picture bears no damp 
marks ... 
Experts gathered to examine the painting when the phenomenon became known. Despite aubiecting 

it to X-ray analysis and other tests, they haw remained mystified. 
Says Profe11or Donal Chiles of New Vork University: "There appears to be nothing in the paper which 

would produce moisture. And yet we haw seen • and photographed • tears ruMing from the 
Madonna' 1 eyes. We confess we are totally baffled." 
Mr. Koulis himself is utterly at a loll to explain the riddle of the weeping Madonna: "We were given 

the icon by Archbishop Athenagoras, and hung it on the waD in May, 1960. lt started weeping a few 
davs later, and has continued to do so ever since. 
"There are times when H remains dry, but most of the time tears are running down the figure's 

cheeks. At first we thought there must be damp in the paper, but these are real tears· they have been 
analysed and found to be identical to tears produced by humansf' 
A Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. Edward Shamon, said: "lsawtean streaming trom the eyes of the 

Virgin Mary. The tears are colourle11 and I could smeO a distinct fragrance of incense. lt was fantastic • 

unbef�evable until you actually see it." 
Naturally many people suspected that the whole thing was a hoax. 
"If I were the owner of that icon and it was a sham, I'd be extremely careful that it wouldn't be out of 

my sight or out of my hands at any time. But Mr. and Mrs. Koulia leave the icon at churches in the hands 
of strangers. They are very tree with it," said the Rev. Michael Makridis, pastor of the Greek Orthodox 
church in Canton, Ohio. 
"I for one can wrify that the Madonna weeps and so can scores of my parishioners. We had the icon 

here for three days last August and the Blessed Mother wept continuously. Some people believe that 
the icon weeps over the sad state of the world. Others think that the crving is a manifestation of the 
Lord • to give us back our faith." 
Moat people agree on one point: seeing the icon weep is an unforgettable experience. "The tears well 

up out of each eye," said Maria Gerstner, a member of a Rochester church ...mich exhibited the icon. 
"They run down the face. Seeing it affected me so much that I don't think I've ever felt the same 
since!" 
Scientists at nearby Belwdere College felt cynical • before they had 't�Atnetsed the weeping picture. 

Samples of the paper were analvsed and found to contain no appreciable water level. The scientists 
were also allowed to examine the icon tor po11ible signs of fraud but absolutely nothing was found. 
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The following day, as they were about to start other tests, the icon started to weep. Said physicist 
DaWI Develin: "We aU watched the tears coursing down the face, but no marks were left on the paper. 
After about ten minutes the weeping stopped. lt was incredible. We could not discover any rational 
explanation tor what we had seen." 
Mr. and Mrs. Koulis, who are happy to allow any scientitic investigation, are quite convinced that the 

wee�ng picture is a miracle. 
"lt makes you certain there really is a God above," said Mrs. Koutis. '�t other explanation can 

there po11ibly be?" . 
Certainly, after 30-plus yean ot regular investigation, no one seemt able to produce any plausible 

alternative. 

Professor 
Bizarre's 
Column 

When the Chinese space agency launched a t90 
mulion satelfite for Opus Communications of Austraf1a 
into space recently, messages of congratulations 
were sent by polit icians and there were banner 
headlines on the newspapers in Be�ng praising the 
achievement. 
The trouble is, the launch by the Great Wall Industry 
Corporation produced one minor problem. The sateltite 
which they launched has totally vanished, and the 
space agency cloesn't lotow where it has gone! 

Hypnotist Filadelfio Munafo attempted to hypnotise 
two armed men who broke into his office in Milan, 
Italy, in order to prevent them robbing him. 
He thought he had succeeded and told them to hand 
him their guns, but instead they shot him twice in the 
le9s and escaped with his wallet and his valuable 
watch. 

A woman suffered pins and needles for eight years 
before discovering she had a real needle buried in her 
leC$. 
Jean Clemence, 26, of Canton, Cardiff, complained to 
doctors of mysterious pricking pains in her left thigh 
but none could ever find anything. X-rays revealed a 2 
inch sewing n@eale in her leg. 

, _ _____. 

BVMEVENfiN 
IRElAND 

DURING MAY 
A M event occurred in Co. Mayo, 

Ireland, on May 6, of this year to Mrs 
Christina Gallagher. The me11age 
imparted wae that Hme was short and 
the world waa racing headlong to a 
doom of wara and disease. 
When receiving her message Mn 

GaUagher said later that "All the while 
( ... )I was looking at an ange� in total 
light, vmhout �, •• vmo was like a 
person in a long garment. I could see 
Ireland and the angel was palling 
over different cities and towns, some 
of vmich I did not recognise. The light 
was so blinding from the angel that I 
could hardly took at it. \Atben it was 
palling over some places, it was aa if 
light came from the angel and this 
would form into a cloud and then 
dispene Hke a mist down on the 
particular place. I didn't know vmat it 
meant.' 
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CAN SOME people identify metals with their fingertips? Can the history of things be learned by 
touching them? And are ghosts nothing more than "tape recordings"? 
The Att;r� meaning of the word pl\'lhometry, according to its originator, it "soul measurement", but 

the definition favoured by the Concise Oxford Dictionary, is "the supposed divination of facts about 
eventa, people, eft, from inanimate obiecfs asaociated -Mth them." 
The kno\W history of psychometry begina in the mid nineteenth century when a professor named 

Joaeph Rhodes Buchanan waa told by Bishop Polk that he could deted bran simply by touching it on 
ac�nt of the unpleasant taste � produced in hia mouth. Testa conducted on the Bishop proved his 
�1m to be true and Buchanan conduded that human beings pos1e11 a aixth aente, which is auppreased 
an nearly all of ua, caBed the "nerve aura". 
A colleague of Buchanan' 1, Profeuor \Aiiam Denton, wrapped a lump of wlcanic rock in brown paper 

and guve it to a "sens�ive", who saw instantly a vision ot blue seas, a tropical island and an erupting 
volcano. The same senaitiw ,.saw' fields of ice when handed a piece of glacier, and tMnlding stars 
when given a particle of meteor. Denton beliewd he had re·ditcovered a "telescope into the paat" 
which, in some degree, we all posse11, and he named the phenomenon Paychometry. 
As weft as with objects, Den ton tested "senlitives" Wth sealed letten, of vdtich they were able to 

describe the contents, and ewn the character of the writers. Photographs were "read" �at as 
succe�tfuUy, even newspaper reproductions. Detaas of most of the experiment• were enthutiaaticaJiy 
recounted in The Soul of Thingt, written by Den ton, in 1888, and in Buchanan' a Manual ot Psychometry. 
Over a century later, a retired archaeologist named Tom Lethbridge arrived at simHar concluaiont 

after a series of experiments at hit home in Devon. Lethbridge and his y,;te Mina had been coHecting 
seaweed for their garden one day on the beach at Ladram Bay when he was suddenly owrcome with 
inexplicable feelings of gloom and despair. Men�oning nothing to hit ¥Me he continued walking, until a 
few minutes later, Mina turned to him and implored, "let' 1 go home. I can stand this place not a minute 
longer. There's aomething frightful here." 
The incident reminded Tom of an occasion �en, a a child, he had gone -Mth his mother for a walk in 

the Great Wood near Wokingham. "Quite suddenly," he recalled,"a horrible feeHng of gloom and 
depre11ion crept upon ut like a blanket of fog over the surface of the sea." They hastily departed. A 
few daya later the body of a suicide wat ditcovered in the buthes near the spot. 
\,ftA,en an undergraduate at Cambridge Tom had seen a strange top·haHed figure in the room of a 

friend. On enquiring the identity of the man from the friend he was told that no-one save himself had 
visited the rooms that evening • a statement corroborated atterwardt by the porter, whose sta�on 
was almost directly outside. On reflection, after considering that Ylilile he could distinctly recaU the 
man's dress, he hadn't been able to distinguish any noticeable colours. the stranger had appeared 
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black and wh�, at in an old photograph • he reaHaed that he had seen a ghost. 
Lethbridge wat con'iinced that the three incidents were COMeCted, and that the connection was water 

(there had been a stream flovMg beneath hit friend's window at Cambridge, and there waa running 
water near the spot where the suicide was found in the Great Wood). OWr the next decade or ao he 
developed the theory that ghost• are. merely "tape recorcfings" • images and atrong emotions 
imprinted on the magnetic field of water, much the same way u soundt and picturet are recorded on 
video tape, vmich can then be "picked up" by certain receptive people. After aB, emotiont are basically 
electrical pullet in the human brain and body. . · 

Bo� Somerville, a Naval officer by profe11ion, a turVe'y'OI' by vocation ancl a brother of the artist and 
writer Edith Somen.le, conducted a seriea of psychometric experiments in the late nineteen twentiea 
in Caatlehaven, on the coatt of County Cork. Over 5,000 troops of the SpcNh Fleet under Don Juan 
del Anguela landed at Caatlehawn in December 1601 \Wh a battery of eeige gune. The almoet 
forgotten Battle of Cattlehaw began, and to Galleon Point, near Ylftere aeventeen or eighteen of the 
invaders lie buried. Boyle brought, in September 1928, a kno¥11\ "eentitive", whom he alludes to in hit 
notes by her initials, J.E.M. (undoubtedly the wat Jem Barlow, a local medium.) He watched as she 
pasted into a aemi-trance ancl apoke, describing what the could eee and hecr. 
She said she aaw a man "come tfraving out of the past", in a dark cloak and broad-brimmed hat, he 

was very old and feeble and spoke to her in Spanish of his comrades. Although she did not apeak 
Spanish, what the old man wae saying wasaomehow made dear to her. "He comes from a dty full of 
beDs," she said ·(her words, halmg and vague, were recorded by Boyle), "and in the tea he hen them 
chiming continualy. He hatet the guns • the gun is terrible. He can't stay here-" Boyle was astounded, whle researching the battle at the 

A �ue of ulezpi�Ws struck the 
British lirary, hoW accurate in many reapecfl J.E.M.'t 

isw.t of Lewis, Scotw.t, w report had been, even down to physical detcriptiont. More 
sutherb.nd in Erwla.nd d...m. May. apparent proof of psychometry came 'forward in the 
The insects ue paltq millions of 

trees � lis)( in woodl.md ueu. twenties. Dr Eugene Otty, director of the Metaphvsical 

s wmas of locusts mve destmyed 
crops m puts of Hvt�· The 

govmaeri is OIJillisiJw 
enu�qerqr spRyq of insecticide 

lo brirt the sw.ums of Joc'Uts 
under conmL The locusts -

understood to be fmm. Momcco -
� nid to have devut�ed 1,000 

heel� of L1nd. 
[Source: Ceefax 23 June 19931 

Sl\lderis � � grKualion ceremol'l 
had to duh for cover when � 

swum of 50 vdua swooped 
down on them. Experts think the 
ql)' bUds mistook the feilheml 

hats wom by students il Momcco' s 
University of Sefm1l for riv� 
[Source: Sunday Mail30 Mav 1993] 

lnttitute, detcribet in his book Supernormal Faculties in Man 
many succenful experiments conducted by himtelf, 
indul�ng one in which the psychic Madame Moral wat ahown 
a photograph of a phial of liquid which had been found near 
a temple at Baalbek. She said she ICIW a place like a huge 
church, and a man later iden�tied as a high priest. In fact, 
the phial in the photograph contained the blood of a human 
sacrifice, and it had been found in the graw of a h�h prieat. 
But what it paychometry? la �. as Buchanan and Denton 

believed. a sixth tente, -Mth � we can read the history 
ot· obiectt, or it it, at Lethbridtje thought, a question of 
magnetic fields? The antwer may even be found in the 
study of another branch ot the paranormal, such as 
clairvovancy. 
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Vengeance of 
the Werewolf 

WHEN THE workmen moved in, the people of 
St.Avette said no good would come of it. The paat 
ahould remain undisturbed, they muttered darkly. The 
district was peaceful, and that's how they liked it. Vvby 
should a stranger stir things up? 

JOHN MACKL I N  The atranger they were referring to was Henri 
Matthieu, a wealthy French busine11man related to the miUionaire Renault car family, 'ftfto in the 
summer of 1920 had bought the empty and deca� Chateau Gregoire in south-west France and 
immediately set about restoring and modernising it. 
There was plenty to do. The chateau had been derelict for over a century ... and with good reason, so 

it was said. 
H had once been the home of the notorious Count Bernard de Fiere, a legendary practitioner of the 

black arts, who had supposedly terrorised the area at a werewolf at the beginning of the 19th century. 
He waa eventuaUy murdered and buried by the villagers after a series at grisly murders tor 'ftftich they 
had beHeved he was responsible. 
According to contemporary 19th century accounts, the Count turned into a werewolf ewry full moon. 

Over a period of time at least a dozen girls tram the neighbourhood were murdered, one of them 
having been the daughter at the Count of Lautrec. 
\.A.&en the authorities finally broke into the castle in June 1819, they found horribly mutilated bodies in 

an underground chapel ¥1bich had Obviously been used for black magic aacrificea. Count de Fiere and a 
defrocked local priest named Francoi1 Minquel were arrested on charges of murder and outraging 
public decency, and locked in the local police station to await triaL 
But that night the people of St.Awtte took iustke into their own hands. The gaol waa broken into and 

the prisoners taken away to a secret mee�ng of villagers in the hills. �at actually happened to the 
pair was never known in detail, but they were certainly murdered after some type of impromptu trial 
and buried, after the performance of a ritual designed to caat out the maHgn influence said to po11e11 
them. 
An official public inquiry faHed to discover the culprits and eventuaUy the Count and his accompHce 

were forgotten. The chateau crumbled in the sun and the memory at the ghastly deeds it had 
witnet�ed'faded too. 
Then the newt that the place had been bought and was to be modernised and developed filtered 

through the district and the case of the werewolf baron was remembered once more. 
So convinced were the villagers that any tampering �th the building would disturb things best left 

alone, that a deputation viaited Henri Matthieu in June 1920 and asked him not to disturb the building. 
Politely, but firmly, Matthieu declined to co-operate. He had, he •aieL already spent a good deal of 
money on the house and could hardly back out now. The viHagers warned him that anything might 
happen and Matthieu promised to bear that in mind. 
Two weeks later the first incident occurred which made it look as though the people of St.Avette 

knew Yriult they were talking about. 
One night the village was woken by piercing screams from the house at a water bailif named Rene 
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Froberte. They came tram the room 
occupied by his 18 year old daughter 
Marie.Ciare. Froberte rushed in to 
find his daughter �g on the floor in 
a pool of blood, her face and kneck 
scarred by deep gashes. The window 
was open. In the morning the paw 
marb of some huge creature were 
found outside the ¥Andow! 
A week later, a similar fate befeU 

another Wlage girl This time she 
was able to teU of a "great wolf that 
came at me and tore my face. 
"There was a crou hanging above 

my bed and I was able to grasp � and 
ho l d  i t  u p .  T h en the c rea tu re  
immediately vaniahecL" 
If was against this background of 

f e a r  and  a p p r ehena i o n  t h a t  
workm en  c o n t i n u ed  t h e  
rec ona tru cti on o f  th e Cha teau 
Gregoire. Then, one morning in 
August, whil e digging trenchea 
outside the chateau walls for new 
water mains, they made a macabre 

..__ _________ _;._ ___ --J discowry. 
In a shallow grave they came across two rotting coffins. As they gingerly Ufted the Hds, a grisly sight 

met their eyes. Two hund · akeletons were inside the coffins and each had an iron stake driven 
through the chest where the hearts would have been. 
One of the skeletons had a curiously developed iaw structure and witne11es insisted that the bones 

of the handa somehow resembled the pawa of an animal. "And there were deep scratchea on the Hd of 
the coffin that looked like daw marks," said one of the workmen. 
The follo\'Mg day the local priest Father Paul CateUe carried out a Christian burial service and evoked 

God's ble11ing "on these tortured beings." 
The werewolf was never teen again. Coincidence, poaaibly. But the people of St.Avette were aure 

that at last a malignant force had been properly laid to rest. 

Eul Spencer has ie.vealed lNl puts of the Spencer fUlil)' estile opened a.p to 
the public � beU1g used for deYil worsmp w other rihws. 
At leut 50 fimilies in a West Java villal e ue living in fear after finding 
bloodstains on doors. [Source: Teletext3 16 A(Jr 1993] 
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When The lights 
Go Out 

ARE WE talking about a new or previously 
overlooked phenomenon when we address the 
curious subject of 'Street Lamp Interference' (SLI)? 
This is something that the Aaaociation for the 
Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP) 
have put forward in a publication entitled 'The SLI 
Effect'. 
Many people, and not just in the UK, have reported 

ins tances of street lamps extinguishing in a 
spontaneous manner while in their \Jicinity. In some 
cases this has involwd a whole row of lamps. 
Initially this might be regarded by the YAtnett as a 
coincidental event but can often re·occur when in 
close proximity to a light and even at \WI in some 
instances. 
SLiders, as these people have come to be known, 

sometimes exert unexplained effects in other 
areas also, and this can include TV s, \Jideos and 
radios, watches, car electrical syatems etc. 
A considered and alwaya questioning appraisal of 
the known facts is dealt YAth within the 52 pages of 
witneu testimony, analysis, the options for 
alternatives  and the relat ionship to related 
anomalous phenomena such as telekinesis. 
Hilary �wns, who compiled what has been termed 

a "provisional assessment" of . SLI has adopted a 
careful and measured approach in his attempts to 
define the proposed phenomenon for the first 
time. The SLIDE Proiect is a tine beginning that, up 
until now, he has handled almost single·handedly. 
An intriguing introduction into what may be a new 
phenomenon. 

Th� Sll Effect, 52pp Price: �3.00 Available from: 
ASSAP, 20 Paul Street, From�, Somerset BA11 1DX 
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STAM P I N G  OU T 
VER M I N 

IF YOU wiri lo send a �  mouse 
through the mm, think �m 
The Royal M� says � mice, voles 
and shrews are bei1'19 posted to a 
mlure group who ms asked people lo 
send m,r roderis l� find. 
The group is lzyq lo find oul how 
well the mim� ue doing. 
A Royal M� spokesman said that the 
parcels jam their st�ping machine 
and some of them leak. 

OU T OF 
TH I S  WOR LD � 

A 40 year old M ew York woman 
p r o no unc ed dead by m edic s is 
recoveriJ-t � home.. A coroner noticed 
she wu brealhiJ't after more than lwo 
hours in a monu;uy. 

[Source: Ceefax 16 June 19931 

A S IX year old Flori& g irl killed 
he!self by sleppU!g in front of a tr� 
"so she could become an � e1 and 
w.lich over her termiNlly- ill mother", 

[Source: Teletex3 16 June 19931 

A GURU pronounced dead by doclors 
more than a morih �o is in a st.lie of 
deep mc:dil.liion and will w � up in 

[Source: Teletext3 1 1  June 19931 

COOL HAND FLUKE 
A CARD �yer from Plymouth ms 
been deut the h.and of a lifet ime. 
Marcus Bcnonmn wu playing bridge 
with his wife �d two friends. The 
pack wu dealt between them and when 
Bcnorlhan picked up his pile he nw he 
had ill 13 spades. 
The cNr.ce of lhal ha.� is nid lo 
be more lhm 2,000 million, million, 
million, million to one:! 

[Source: Ceefllx 13 May 19931 

Another SloW Boat 
SCIENTISTS EXAMINING a shipwreck oft the 
coast of south east Austra6a say Captain Cook 
may not have been the first European there. 
Tests on the w11el show that �� timbers come 
from Europe' • Mediterranean re9on and that 
it sank between 1450 and 1660. Capt James 
Cook turned up years later • in 1770 to be 
exact. 

MONSTEROUS MISTAKE 
IN CARBON DATING 

WTH THE � Jurattic Park s�ftly becoming the hit of 1993, the 
question ia, did our ancestor• ewr lhare the planet with dinosaura? 
Most acientish agree that the creatures became extinct more than 

60mlon veer• before the adwnt of modern man,. but certain findings 
suggest ot� 
For example, in 1924 the Doheny Expedition found very ancient rock 
painting• in the Havatpai canyon near the Grand Canyon, showing a 
tyrannotCMUt standing on itt tail, a stegotaurus, and men attacking a 
mammoth, along with other prehistoric animala. 
In 1945, near the Wlage of Acambaro, Mexico, day statuette• were 

unearthed depicting monkevs, camels, hortea, rhinos, and dinosaurs of the 
Mesozoic era (22Smil&on to 6Smi0ion years ago). One figure closely 
resembled a brachiosaur, suggesting the artist had actually teen the 
creature. Carbon tests conducted on the figures showed they Were 3,000 
to 6,500 veara old. 
lmaget of stegosaurus have also been found scratched on a rock 

formation at Big Sandy River, Oregon. The 
puule has never been solved and auch 
'evidence' of co-exittence only serves to 
caat further doubt on the validity of 
carbon dating, and doudt our textbook 
view of the world' a history at we have 
allowed ourselves to be taught it. !:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!�:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:!:! 

FLIP-FLOP 
TRIBE 

FROM THE depths of 
the jung le o f  Papua 
Hew Guinea came the 
JciJxl of news to HI iJ'I 
arihropoJogist' s head 
at lul ler - and l hen 
�� aaybe not. · 

WeariJW only crude 
dolhint woven boa. 
vines and leaves and 
clulc!Vt fliJi iXes, 79 
members of a ' lo s t  
tn"be' wae found by .a 
govmaeri patroL 

The ' Stone Age' cbn 
w ere apparent ly 
roaming aro und 
worshipping a rock, 
whic h lnveb w i t h  
t he m ,  a n d  w hen 
a� jabben!d in 
m unknown loJW116 

AnlhropoloJists md 
Jislori�ns worldwide 
could hudly con�in 
their excilemeri when 
the news 'blolce. But in 
Port Moresby, Papui, 
lhe zeadion wu more 
laid- 'bKlc. 

' 0 h 'no, not them 
� g ain, ' s aid a 
s po kes m an at t he 
Inslitul e of Medical 
Research. ' This tribe 
w� first ' discovered' 
in 1 990, and even lhen 
there wu a g� deal 
of scepticism.' 

A u s l r � l i a n 
b r 4 a d c a s l i n g  
correspondent S ean 
Domey, who has lived 
in P apua for 20 yeus, 
s.lUt 'These so- called 
Josl tribes sud�e from 
lime to time, but then 
y o u  f ind  t hey'  re 
wearing T- s hirls and 
rubber t ho ng s .  S o  
m uc h  fo r the S lone 
As e..' 

[Source: D Mail 26 June 1993] 
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Demons, Doctors 
And Aliens 

\M4UT IT may not be an entirely new theory, the idea 
that present day growth in aUeged aften abductions it the 
continuation of a myth and that in some way it can be 
Unked historically to the evidence of witch trials and 
sexual-medicaL folklore traditions, should be of interest 
to Ufologists in particular. 
'Demons, Dodors, and Aliens,' YrTitten by American 

James Ponto&Uo and pub6ahed by The International 
Fortean Organization, explores within its pages thete 
relationships. Pontolo's thesis encompasses the �w 
that sexual tantasies and hatred of women are the basis 
for 'abduction fakery'. Indeed many abductees are 
women • but not aD, of courae. � 
The author draws on a great many sources of reference � 

in his spirited bid to support these theories and certainly j 
comparisons can be drawn. That the case is adequately � 
proven in this publication must lie with the reader. 1 
In his condusiona Pontolo 1tates: 'The alien abduction � 

phenomenon is best claasified as a delusional be6ef since 1 
it possesaes a self.tulfiUing, aelt-reverential verification \ 
system that hae no demonstrable bail in obiective 1 
reality.' � 
WelL as incidents of profe11ed alien abduction are atiD l 

continuing in our society, we may yet ttal have an 1 
opportunity to iudge the long·term validity of such a 1 
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Dert:lons, Doctors, And �iens, 22pp Price: $10.00 • p&p. 

statement. ·.::
:::
.
::. 

Available from: International Fortean Organization, P.O. 
Box 367, Arlington, Virginia 22210-0367, USA 

I 
llFO 

Magazi11e I 
A CHAN C E  encount e r  at a n  
obs cure newut and r ece nt ly 
brought me face-to-face Ylfth the 
A m e r i c a n  m ag a z i n e  UFO 
UNI\IDSE. Ves, W 1 full of stories 
about 'a&en implants', 'devil men', 
and even a UFO crash in New Vork 
City. 
A giant, full-page fuzzy black 

and white picture of a man' 1 heel 
brought puzzlement on my part. 
The heel was alleged to contain an 
a6en implant inside the heel bone. 
Page 60 was a blow-up picture of 
someone's awful attempt at 
making a model alien. Real 'Blue 
Peter' stuff. They say 'a picture it 
worth a thousand WDrds' • give 
me the words! 

This  quar ter ly pub l i ca tio n, 
imported  b y  Comag s o  your 
newtagent thould be able to get 
it for vou. has ita UK Editor on the 
masthead listed aa Jenny Randles. 
Does she know, I WDnder ? Does 
ahe care?! 




